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1
THE HANUMAN
LANGUR

The Hanuman langur, also called the Tufted
Gray langur - is one of three Semnopithecus
riam variants, all of which are found in
India; but only Semnopithecus priam thersites
lives in Sri Lanka. Up to sixty inches long
head to tail with a weight that can hit close
to fifteen kilos, its black face is framed in a
wispy white beard that runs from forehead to
chin. It is a light grey in colour, and lives as
readily in dry forests as urban areas



2
THE SOUTHERN
LOWLAND WET

/ONE PURPLE-FACED 4
LANGUR g

The Southern lowland wet zone purple-faced
langur stands out for its more varied
markings — a black upper torso and lavish
white whiskers. Occasionally all-white
versions are spoﬂeJ.



3
THE W/ESTERN PURPLE-
FACED LANGUR

The Western purple-faced langur - also
confusingly named the north lowland wet
zone purplefaced langur - is the smallest of
the purple faced langurs, its fur a dark
greyish brown.



4

THE DRYZONE
PURPLE-FACED

LANGUR

The Dryzone purplefaced langur is the
largest of the purple faced langurs - with
arresting white cheeks and an exceptionally
long tail.



O
THE MONTANE
PURPLE-FACED

LANGUR

The Montane purple-faced langur, sometimes
called the Bear Monkey has extra shaggy
fur, all the better to keep it warm on the
higher mountains on which it prefers to live.



O

THE VETULUS HARTI
PURPLE-FACED

LANGUR

Taxologists from Jaffna have called for the
recognition of a firth sub species - vetulus
harti. Although there are no reliable
recorded sightings of it as a living mammal,
its pelts have been found around Jaffna and
Vavuniya - strikingly yellow gold.



/

THE PALE-FRONTED
OR DUSKY TOQUE

MACAQUE

The Pale-Fronted or Dusky Toque Macaque
sticks to the wet zones in the southwest. Like
all varieties of toque Macaque in Sri Lanka,
they can weigh up to twelve pounds with a
head to tail length of almost a metre. Whilst
they have been known to live for thirty five
years, most die within five, victims to infant
mortality or fights within troops for
dominance.



S
THE COMMON

TOQUE ﬁ
~ MACAQUE

The Common Toque Macaque favours the

ue favo
dry zone areas of the north and east.



Q

THE HIGHLAND
" TOQUE MACAQUE

The Highland Toque Macaque favours the
hilly centre of the island.



10
THE NORTHERN
CEYLONESE SLENDER

LORIS

The Northern Ceylonese slender loris, Loris
lydekkerianus nordicus, lives in the d
northern and eastern forest regions of the
island. A slow moving midget, its body
measures barely 200 mm , and weighs little
more than 250 grams.



1l

THE HIGHLAND
SLENDER LORIS

The Highland slender loris, Loris
lydekkerianus grandis, despite having
“grandis” in its name, weighs in at barely
100 grams. It can be distinguished by its
shorter ears, its face — more like a love heart
than that of the Northern Ceylonese slender
loris — and hair that, at its very root, is more
black than white. It keeps, as its name
implies, to the highland areas of Sri Lanka.
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LORIS TARDIGRADUS
TARDIGRADUS

Loris tardigradus tardigradus, keeps itself to
the wet, lowland forests in southwest Sri
Lanka. It weighs in at up to 172 grams and
a body that extends to little more than 17
centimetres. It has dense reddish brown fur
and the classic slender hands and legs of all
its species.



13
LORIS TARDIGRADUS
GRANDIS

Loris tardigradus grandis is found in slightly
hilly areas — up to about 1000 meters. As its
Latin names implies, this loris sub species is
larger than most other lorises. It can also be
singled out in other ways too - its limbs are
more heavily furred and, according fo it its
less choritogle observers, it presents a less
delicate appearance than that of its cousins.
It can weigli) up to 227 grams and has been
known to extend 256 mm from head to

body.



14

LORIS TARDIGRADUS
NYCTICEBOIDES

The rarest loris - Loris tardigradus
nycticeboides, the mountain loris, is
noticeable for its shorter limbs and thicker fur
and almost only seen in the high cloud
forests of Horton Plains. It is known locally as
kada papa or "baby of the forest".



10
LORIS TARDIGRADUS
NORDICUS

Arguments still rage over the possibility of a
further sub species — the Loris Tardigradus
Nordicus. Discovered as far back as 1932
in the Knuckles Range, subsequent reports
emerged of it appearing in such different

areas as Anuradhapura, Polonnaruwa,

Kurunegala, Puttalam, Trincomalee and
Matale. It is said to have a very distinctive
facial stripe, a greyish coat of thin fur and
can weigh in at 293 grams. Scientists are
divided as to whether this possible variant
belongs best to the red or grey loris family.



DISCOVER MORE

A HISTORY LIKE NO OTHER
Contrary & creative, Sri Lanka built a tropical Versailles
as the West constructed in wattle & daub. When the
Cold War ebbed, its own began. The Ceylon Press
History of Sri Lanka - in eBook and Podcast - unpicks its
serpentine history.

BEHIND EACH GREAT STORY
Island Stories: The Sri lanka Podcast and the Press’s
Complete Audio Books explore the things that make Sri
Lanka, Sri Lankan.

OFF PISTE
The Ceylon Press’ Alternative Guides concern
themselves with subjects and places without crowds;
forgotten as they are by most academics, historians,
and modern travellers.

LESS IS MORE
The Ceylon Press’ Tiny Guides fillet the essentials of
their subject from nature to history, culture to travel.

INSTANT OVERVIEWS
With their short, and readable introductions, The
Ceylon Press’ Pocket Professor Very Short Introductions
illuminate Sri Lankan subjects from ancient dynasties to
endemic mammals.

COMPANIONABLE LOOK-UPS
The Ceylon Press’s subject Companions to Sri Lanka
makes visible the whole island = from its arts, wildlife,
& landmarks to religion, food, & history.

A LITTLE LIGHT RELIEF
And least it gets too serious, enjoy the off-grid Jungle
Diaries blog & Podcast; and Archaeologies, the blank
verse diaries of an occasional hermit.
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David Swarbrick is a publisher, planter, hotelier,
hermit, and writer.

He was born in Colombo and raised, with few
concessions to modernity, in India, Singapore, and the
Middle East. Cornish, he gained his degrees on the
Celtic fringe: at the Universities of Wales, and
Stirling, prolonging an introduction to accepted
working hours for as long as was decently possible.

Having worked at News Corp’s HarperCollins UK as
board director for various otherwise homeless
departments including sales, art and marketing; and
HarperCollins India, he ran Hachette's consumer
learning division. Prior to this, he launched Oxford
University Press’s first commercial online business,
Oxford Reference Online.

When the doubtful charms of boardroom bawls, bottom
lines, and divas diminished, he returned to Sri Lanka,
the land of his birth hundreds of years earlier, to
rescue a spice plantation and set of art deco buildings
that had gone feral in the jungle.

Today, as The Flame Tree Estate & Hotel, it has
become one of the country’s top ten boutique hotels,
run by the kindest and most professional of hospitality

teams; and overseen by several small schnauzers.

It also helps fund The Ceylon Press, set up to make Sri
Lanka’s rich and complicated story, a mystery to many,
and a secret to most, more accessible. The Press’
books, companions, podcasts, blogs, and guides are
freely available at theceylonpress.com. The Press also
publishes Poetry from the Jungle, a podcast that
recasts the orthodox view of the world’s best poets and
poems.



ABOUT THE FLAME TREE
ESTATE & HOTEL

“It's absolute paradise,” wrote one guest recently; “I
would fly back to Sri Lanka simply to stay in this place
for a couple more days.”

Centered on a 25-acre organic spice and timber
plantation, The Flame Tree Estate & Hotel has been
renovated and furnished with art & antiques; its
healthy menus fusing street food with fine dining.

lts 1,000 high rocky hills stalled the Dutch army in
1765; and until the civil war the estate stretched over
100 acres with 3 working elephants.

Today its restored plantations grow cardamom,
turmeric, ginger, cloves, pepper, cocoa; rubber,
coffee, vanilla; cinnamon, coconuts - and scores of
trees from ebony to sapu - best enjoyed from the
vantage point of the hotel’s infinity pool. Visit
www.flametreeestate.com.

It also houses and funds The Ceylon Press whose
books, companions, podcasts, blogs, and guides are
freely available at theceylonpress.com.

A GIFT FOR READERS

As a reader of this book, you naturally qualify for
special treatment should your holiday ever bring you to
Sri Lanka and The Flame Tree Estate & Hotel. Simply
drop the general manager a note to tell him how you
came across us and to make arrangements to best suit
your time and budget:
GeneralManager@flametreeestate.com


http://www.flametreeestate.com/

