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DEDURU OYA

At one hundred and forty-two kilometres, the
Deduru Oya is the country’s fifth equal
longest river, collecting its waters in the

Gommuna Mountains near Kurunegala, the

start of a catchment area one ongo half
thousand square kilometres in size.
Harnessed by massive hydroelectric
structures and vast reservoirs and fed by over
three thousand million cubic metre of rain
annually, it delivers over a quarter of its total
water to the sea at Chilaw on the eastern
seaboard, to feed the brackish lagoons for
which Chilaw is famous and where live -
perhaps, still — that most elusive and
endangered of sea beasts, the dugong.



At one hundred and eight kilometres, the Gal
Oya is the country’s sixteenth longest river,
collecting its waters in the mountains around
Badulla, a town built on tea. The town is also
home to two of the country’s most notable
shrines: Mu’rhiyon%ono temple, one of the

sixteen places on the island that Buddhists
believe to have been visited by the Lord
Buddha himself; and the Badulla
Kataragama Devalaya, a shrine dedicated to
Kataragama, a Tamil goddess who
transitioned into Buddhism. The river flows
out into the Indian Ocean near the Eastern
Province town of Kalmunai, a place noted for
its Muslim community. The river’s journey is
as fine a meander through the country’s
varied religions traditions as it is possible to
have



At one hundred and thirteen kilometres, the
Gin Ganga is the country’s fourteenth longest
river, collecting its cool waters from the
mountains around the Sinharaja Forest. The
Gin Ganga flows south, pausing briefly at
Thelikada where it has been dammed to
create a reservoir, before flowing towards
Gintota, a little village near Galle famous for
where many of the country’s plywood tea
chests are made.
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KALA OYA

At one hundred and forty-eight kilometres,
the Kala Oya is the country’s third longest
river, collecting its waters in the Omaragolla
Mountains in the centre of the island and
snaking its way through the flat dry zone to
drain into the Puttalam Lagoon near
Kalpitiya. At Kalpitiya its seeps out into the
ocean through reefs, saltpans, mangroves
swamps, and marshes creating an
environment perfect for nature spotters of all
sorts.



At one hundred and twenty-nine kilometres,
the Kalu Ganga is the country’s tenth longest
river, collecting its waters in Seetha Gangula
near Adam’s Peak, moving on to flow
through Sinharaja, Ratnapura, Richmond
Castle, and the western seaboard at
Kalatura, home to the mangosteen.
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KELANI GANGA

At one hundred and forty-five kilometres, the
Kelani River is the country’s fourth longest
river. As Colombo has grown exponentially,
the river has become ever more its work
horse, used for everything from sewage

disposal and mining to hydroelectrici
production, transport and - of course the
supply of (in this case) eighty percent of the
city’s water needs.
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KIRINDI OYA

At one hundred and seventeen kilometres,
the Kirindi Oya is the country’s eleventh
longest river, collecting its waters in
Namunukula. The Kirindi Oya then flows out
into the Indian Ocean at Bundala, whose
almost 4,000 square hectares of wetland
supports a glamorous roll call of rare native
and distinguished international visitors,
including the always-welcome but
increasingly rare pink flamingo.



S
KUMBUKKAN

OYA

At one hundred and sixteen kilometres, the
Kumbukkan Oya is the country’s twelfth
longest river, collecting its waters near of
Lunugala and flowing out into the India
Ocean at Kumana National Park through a
series of lagoons and tanks of shallow
%rockish water.
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MADURU OYA

At one hundred and thirty-six kilometres, the
Maduru Oya is the country’s eighth longest
river, collecting its waters in the mountains

beyond Mahiyanganaya, halfway from

Kandy to the Indian Ocean at Batticaloa. The
river drains out at Kalkudah, a small town

surrounded by beaches still abandoned since

the ending of the civil war.
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MAHA OYA

At one hundred and thirty-five kilometres, the
Maya Oya is the country’s ninth longest
river, collecting its waters in the Rakshawa
Mountains. It supplies water to such major
centres as Kurunegala, Gampaha, and
Kegalle and provifing, en route, multiple
sites for sand, and clay mining. It flows out

on to the western seaboard near Negombo
at Kochchikade.



1l
MAHAWELI

RIVER

At three hundred and thirty-five kilometres,
the Mahaweli River is, by a long shot, the
country’s greatest river. Twice as long as its
nearest rival, it winds down from Horton
Plans, through Kandy before its jubilant
union with the ocean at Trincomalee.
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MALVATHU

RIVER

At one hundred and sixty-four kilometres, the
Malvathu River is the country’s second
largest river. Spiling from the streams of the
Inamaluwa Mountains around Dambulla and
Sigiriya, it flows onto Anuradhapura,
connecting it with Mannar.



At one hundred and fourteen kilometres, the
Menik Ganga is the country’s thirteenth
longest river, collecting its waters in
Namunukula and draining then out at Yala
via Kataragama, and into the Indian Ocean,
offering to Neptune just ten percent of the
waters it has captured along its way.



At one hundred and nine kilometres, the Mi
Oya is the country’s fifteenth longest river,
collecting its waters in the flatlands halfway
between Kurunegala and Anuradhapura.
Although it receives over one and a half
thousand cubic metres of rain a year in a
catchment area of over a thousand square
kilometres, it releases a mere three percent of
what it gains info the Palk Straights on the
western seaboard near Puttalam.
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WALAWE RIVER

At one hundred and thirty-eight kilometres,
the Walawe River is the country’s seventh

longest river, collecting it waters off Adams

Peak at Belihul Oya. It is an area of
waterfalls one, the Bambarakele Ella, the
highest in the land at over eight hundred and
sixty feet high. The river drains out into the
Indian Ocean at Ambalantota, once the
great port city of the ancient Kingdom of
Ruhuna.
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YAN OYA

The Yan Oya, at 142 kilometres, is the
island’sfifth-longest river. It begins near
Polonnaruwa and follows the Mahaweli
further north to spill out onto the remote
beaches of Pulmoddai whose black sand,
unmined since the civil war, contains large
deposits of ilmenite rutile and zircons.



17 - 23
RIVERS

o0 - 76 KM

17.ATTANAGALU OYA - (76 KM) Running From The
Kegalle District To The Negombo Lagoon.

18.NILWALA GANGA - (72 KM) Running From The

Rakwana Mountains Into The Indian Ocean.

19.KANAKARAYAN ARU - (70 KM) Running From
Semamadu Kulam To The Chundikkulam Lagoon.

20.KOTMALE RIVER - (70 KM) Running From Horton
Plains National Park Into The Mahaweli River.

21.PARANGI ARU - (60 KM) Running From Near
Vavuniya Into The Palk Strait.

22 KEHELGAMU OYA - (50 KM) Running From Horton
Plains Into The Kelani River.

23.PALI ARU - (50 KM) Running From Puliyankulam Into
The Palk Strait.



24 - 20
RIVERS

40 - 27 KM

24.MASKELIYA OYA - 40 KM) Running From The Peak
Wilderness Sanctuary Into The Kelani River.

25.NAY ARU - (40 KM) Running From Near Vavuniya
Into The Palk Strait.

26.PER ARU - (32 KM) Running From Vavuniya To The
Nanthi Lagoon.

27 .MANDEKAL ARU - (30 KM) Running From Near
Mullaitivu Into The Palk Strait.

28.NANU OYA - (27 KM) Running From Pidurutalagala
Into The Kotmale River.

29 PALLAVARAYANKADDU ARU - (27 KM) Running
From Near Mullaitivu To The Palk Strait.



30 - 30
RIVERS

25 -16 KM

30.AKKARAYAN ARU - (25 KM) Running From Near
Mullaitivu To The Jaffna Lagoon.

31.NETHELI ARU - (24 KM) Running From Near
Mullaitivu To The Chundikkulam Lagoon.

32.THERAVIL ARU - (23 KM) Running From Near
Mullaitivu To The Chundikkulam Lagoon.

33.NAY ARU - (20 KM) Running From Near Mullaitivu
To The Nai Aru Lagoon.

34 PIRAMENTHAL ARU - (20 KM) Running From Near
Mullaitivu To The Chundikkulam Lagoon.

35.KODALIKKALLU ARU - (19 KM) Running From Near
Mullaitivu To The Nanthi Lagoon.

36.VALUKKAI ARU - (16 KM) Running From Near
Jaffna To The Jaffna Lagoon.



DISCOVER MORE

A HISTORY LIKE NO OTHER
Contrary & creative, Sri Lanka built a tropical Versailles
as the West constructed in wattle & daub. When the
Cold War ebbed, its own began. The Ceylon Press
History of Sri Lanka - in eBook and Podcast - unpicks its
serpentine history.

BEHIND EACH GREAT STORY
Island Stories: The Sri lanka Podcast and the Press’s
Complete Audio Books explore the things that make Sri
Lanka, Sri Lankan.

OFF PISTE
The Ceylon Press’ Alternative Guides concern
themselves with subjects and places without crowds;
forgotten as they are by most academics, historians,
and modern travellers.

LESS IS MORE
The Ceylon Press’ Tiny Guides fillet the essentials of
their subject from nature to history, culture to travel.

INSTANT OVERVIEWS
With their short, and readable introductions, The
Ceylon Press’ Pocket Professor Very Short Introductions
illuminate Sri Lankan subjects from ancient dynasties to
endemic mammals.

COMPANIONABLE LOOK-UPS
The Ceylon Press’s subject Companions to Sri Lanka
makes visible the whole island = from its arts, wildlife,
& landmarks to religion, food, & history.

A LITTLE LIGHT RELIEF
And least it gets too serious, enjoy the off-grid Jungle
Diaries blog & Podcast; and Archaeologies, the blank
verse diaries of an occasional hermit.



ABOUT THE AUTHOR

David Swarbrick is a publisher, planter, hotelier,
hermit, and writer.

He was born in Colombo and raised, with few
concessions to modernity, in India, Singapore, and the
Middle East. Cornish, he gained his degrees on the
Celtic fringe: at the Universities of Wales, and
Stirling, prolonging an introduction to accepted
working hours for as long as was decently possible.

Having worked at News Corp’s HarperCollins UK as
board director for various otherwise homeless
departments including sales, art and marketing; and
HarperCollins India, he ran Hachette's consumer
learning division. Prior to this, he launched Oxford
University Press’s first commercial online business,
Oxford Reference Online.

When the doubtful charms of boardroom bawls, bottom
lines, and divas diminished, he returned to Sri Lanka,
the land of his birth hundreds of years earlier, to
rescue a spice plantation and set of art deco buildings
that had gone feral in the jungle.

Today, as The Flame Tree Estate & Hotel, it has
become one of the country’s top ten boutique hotels,
run by the kindest and most professional of hospitality

teams; and overseen by several small schnauzers.

It also helps fund The Ceylon Press, set up to make Sri
Lanka’s rich and complicated story, a mystery to many,
and a secret to most, more accessible. The Press’
books, companions, podcasts, blogs, and guides are
freely available at theceylonpress.com. The Press also
publishes Poetry from the Jungle, a podcast that
recasts the orthodox view of the world’s best poets and
poems.



ABOUT THE FLAME TREE
ESTATE & HOTEL

“It's absolute paradise,” wrote one guest recently; “I
would fly back to Sri Lanka simply to stay in this place
for a couple more days.”

Centered on a 25-acre organic spice and timber
plantation, The Flame Tree Estate & Hotel has been
renovated and furnished with art & antiques; its
healthy menus fusing street food with fine dining.

lts 1,000 high rocky hills stalled the Dutch army in
1765; and until the civil war the estate stretched over
100 acres with 3 working elephants.

Today its restored plantations grow cardamom,
turmeric, ginger, cloves, pepper, cocoa; rubber,
coffee, vanilla; cinnamon, coconuts - and scores of
trees from ebony to sapu - best enjoyed from the
vantage point of the hotel’s infinity pool. Visit
www.flametreeestate.com.

It also houses and funds The Ceylon Press whose
books, companions, podcasts, blogs, and guides are
freely available at theceylonpress.com.

A GIFT FOR READERS

As a reader of this book, you naturally qualify for
special treatment should your holiday ever bring you to
Sri Lanka and The Flame Tree Estate & Hotel. Simply
drop the general manager a note to tell him how you
came across us and to make arrangements to best suit
your time and budget:
GeneralManager@flametreeestate.com


http://www.flametreeestate.com/

